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NEWS FROM HACKNEY ARCHIVES

The good nertrs is that Jean Chaudhuri has returned to
the .Archives, to provide cover during the latter part of
Sue NtcKenzte' s maternih leave (Sue's baby is a boy,
George, weighing a healthrz 71b 14 ounces). Unforeseen
budgetury problems meant that f ean did not start work
until the beginning of April.

lnvestigations are under w'ay to plan a replacement for
the elderly microprinter reader, which is staggering
towards the end of its useful life. A feasability study will
be looking at the probletn of low, humidity caused by
the searchroorn air conditioning system. And there are
plans for improving the telephone system. Watch this
sPace.

'T-here 
have been changes to the photographic service.

Reprroduction fees go up in April. The charges for
photography have also been revised, and payment is
now made direct to the p'rhotographer, Godfrey New.
Clodfrev has also introduced a new service: he will
undertake photography on site in the borough, for the
sarne price as making new negatives of archive mate-
ria I

THE SUTTON HOUSE FIRE

Readers who saw the dramatic television coverage of
the fire at Sutton House on 12th February have ex-
pressed their concern to know more. We understand
that, though smoke has made an almightv messr the
damage is not as great or as serious as was at first feared;
and insurance will take care of the financial conse-
quences. Damage is confined to one of the rooms on the
first floor of the east wing. Some 18th century panelli.g
and joist-work has been lost, but nothing has gone that
is considered to have irreplaceable architectural value.
Expert reports on the cause of the fire are awaited.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Annual general meeting and Stanley Tongue memo-
rial lecture:Thtrsday 1,0th fune, in the Little Chantber
nt Suttorr House, 2-4 Homutott High Street E9, at 7,30

lr,fir,
The annual general rneeting will be followed by this
year's lecture: Victor Belcher onThe Hightuays and
Bywalls of Historical Research. Victor, who is a Hack-
ney resident and a member of the National Trust's local
committee for Sutton House, was formerly assistant
editor of the Survey of London, and until lately was head
of historical research for English Heritage's London divi-
sion. IVhetlrer you are an experienced researcher or new
to the game, or merely curious as to how to go about it,
)'ou are bound to find his words entertaining and in-
structive. tVe hopre to rneet Vou there.

Shoreditch walk, led by fohn Paton:Sundarl L1th lulq
at 2.30 p,nt, Nteet at the gate of St [-eonard's Church,
Shoreditch H igh Street.

N).t)ft I ('lrirr,'r,\..'rll lfirr rI s ol' ('r II.ior rs-\rli<.k.s
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A CLAPTON FAMILY IN'lHE 1850s

I lu' ntttlutr of tltis tuilnou', it rittt'tt irr tlrc "l !)]0s, Itt{Is E r tt,'rt
i\lrrson 5tloru, ( t813-"1929) , ont'of tlrc cleuett tltiltlt'ctr ol tilrtt:,
ittoltt, tt ntt't'dnttt oi Centntt lrin'tlt rud tles&ltt, utd l\'Isrgtrtt
i\ lrlsolt , 0t' Lotttlon.

Beginrrittg2
N'ly father having made the acquaintance of the N'lasons

became attached to their elder daughter Margaret. It
w'as feigned that his frequent visits were for the purPose
of giving her instruction in the Cerman language; this
was to throw dust in the eyes of her younger sister
Selina, a girl of twelve or thirteen. They were married on
September 8th, 7832, and after going to Brighton by
coach for one night, they set up housekeePing in ]ew'Y
Street, London, the lower part of the building being
occupied by my father as what was then called a "count-
ing house". Here their two eldest children were born. It
was probably in the summer of 1835 that they took u p
their abode at No. ,1, Hadlow Cottages, Upper Clapton,r
but this speedily proving too small for their increasing
family, they moved to No. 10 Buccleuch Terrace2 where
the remainder of the children, except the youngest, rvere
born. In 1847 my father bought a house a little nearer
towards the crty, of which he heightened the upper
storey, which till then had consisted of attics. Here we
moved in about June of that year, and my brother Sam

was born in October. We lived in this house till the
spring of 1860, when we moved over to no. 4, Lower
Terracer and the house was let to a Mr Evans, who
eventually bought it of my father in 1 877.

N{y grandfather Mason, his second wife Sarah Oddy
and her brothers (whose house in Finsbrry Square, next
to their publishing business at "The Temple of the
Muses", had been destroyed by fire in 1841) went to live
in Islington. When I was quite little they were at Duncan
Terrace and afterwards at Compton Terrace, where I can

recollect dining on Christmas Days, roast and boiled
turkey top and bottom of the table, a tongue and a ham
on opposite sides, plum-pudding and such mince pies
as one never sees nowadays. It was long before I learnt
that grandmamma was not really our grandmother. She

could not have been kinder to us if we had been her ow'n
grandchildren.

After the marriage of my aunt Selina to Jonathan Gray,
the two brothers Oddy being already dead, the grand-
parents moved to Finchley Road, St John's Wood.
brandmamma used to drive over to Clapton once a

week, bringing us a plentiful supply of gingerbread nuts
and sweet biscuits, and she used to tip us schoolbovs
generously w'hene\/er we w,ent to visit her. She died
February 25th, 1858, aged 77, and was buried in .\bnev
Park cemeteU, Stoke Newington. My grandfather \{a-
son always wore a black tail-coat. He too was buried in
Abnev Park. I well remember his funeral, in the pomp-
ous old style, mourners with "weepers" atrd black cloaks.

\one of the \^,'unlcrr iolk n'ere preserit.

Hutts trnd lv[argnret Satozrt
1-r1r to the vea r lE*1, at least, our father \&'as clean ';hal'en.
A portrait taken .tt Stuttgart in 1853 shows him rvith
close-cut rt'hiskers and beard" IVhen it w'as that he first
gr€w cr bearrd Ido not remetnbe'r. He began to lvear a

rnoustache, as did so manv civilians, after the arrnv carne

home from the Crirnea in 1856. His dress in our early
day's w'as a frock-coat, and w'hen he w'ent out he put on
another, a looseronL), over the coat he wore in the house.

Cloing to the (-iV hu of couffie wore \,vhat rvas tlren called
a beaver hat, w,hich the modern silk hat replaced later.
\Vhen he w,ent out for a walk at Claprton he w'ore a w'ide-
awake.a

I\'ly father was a strict disciplinariart, and we were
brought up in habits of obedience. ,\ny serious devia-
tion in conduct \\ras pu nished bv a horse-whipping
administered by u w'hip he c.rlled "the black friend". It
stood behind his armchair in a corner oi the dining-
room. We all experienced the attentions of "the black
friend", bnt not ven' often.

Vly mother was an e\cellent mistress of a househotd. .All

bills were discharged \{eekll . Often did I accornPan\
her to Stoke Newington, \\ lren she \\'ent to Fra) tlre
butcher's bill. In a large fanrilr like ours it mat be

imagined that this reF)resented no smaU item oi erFrendi-
ture. The dressmaker of mv sisters lived in Stoke
Newington, and the clothing of the "four little bovs" \\ as

procured from the \lisses (-o\\., in BishoPSg,ate Street.
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Strarv hats for the summer came from someone in Hanger
lane. Our rnother's best bonnet r,r,as made of what was
called chips, and decorated with velvet or satin ribbons.
It was large enough to come so far fonvard on the head
as to hide the face entirely w,hen looked at in profile, and
there was a curtain at tlre back that hict the neck. lVhen
the fashion carne in of wearing the bohnet pushed back
so that the nose and front of the hair were visible, I
rernember tlrat it was condemned as immodest. About
1855 when the Empress Eugenie w,as expectirg the birth
of her child, her dressmaker invented the crinoline, a
huge petticoat woven of horseh atrt which was speedill,
adopted by the whole female part of "society" .lt uras so
large that my row' of sisters entirely filled up the pew in
the chapel, and a drawing-room chair had to be colt-
trived so as to allow its spreading on all sides of the
wearer. The number of petticoats worn at that period
lvas very great, flannel, linen and coloured woollen
ones, and outside a white petticoat with an embroidered
fringe. I don't think any grown-up woman, married or
unmarried, ever wore a hat in the street instead of a
bonnet.

Ernest would do nicely for the infan! and that was how
I carne to be called Ernest.

Ir{y sister Luqv clied of the same complaint in her nine-
teenth year, having broken a blood vessel on a visit to the
old lv{ason couple at St }ohn s Wood. My brother Edwmd,
a very good draughtsrnan and with the making of a
scholar of languag€s, died of cholera in his 25th year.
I\'lary, born in 1841, was the best loved of all the sisters.
Her pet name was Puss, given to her, I think, by Edward.
Theodore, born in I BM, died of pneumonia in December
1893, He had married in November 1874Jessie Martha
Ciltro, beneath him in station. Theodore was not suc-
cessful in business, but perhaps the less said about his
career the better.

Augusta Henrietta, named after the Oddy brothers, was
nicknamed Tom, One account was that our nurse called
her a tomboy. Another was that she resembled
Thompson, the dispensing chennist at Upper Clapton.

Sunday nt Clapton
N{y parents were genuinely religious people, and my
mother had been brought up as a Congregationalist. It
was grief to her that none of her children, as they grew
up, could be persuaded to share her views. My father,
educated as a Lutheran, was not so earnest an adherent
of Congregationalism. Family prayers both morni*g
and evening were a necessary feature of our home [ife,
a chapter of the Bible was read, and then a prayer - a
n hole page out of a big quarto volume. In later years a
less burdensome set of prayers was substituted. Sunday
was a solemn duy. All toys were put ows/r and all week-
duy literature. Repetition of the Ten Commandments
and the titles of the books of the Bible followed after
breakfast. In the morning the whole family went to
chapel. My earliest recollection is of a very plain build-
i.g of brick and stucco, with ordinary glass windows,
where the Rev. Algernon Wells preached to us serrnons
of at least an houds length. The hymns were taken from
the Clongregational hymn book and Dr Watts's metrical
psalms, and the tunes were started by the clerk, with the
aid of a pitch-pipu.Th*y were sung without accompani-
ment. But the new chapel was provided with a very
plain organ. When the old chapel was pulled down and
the present buildinguwas in course of erection, we used
to troop over to Abney Park Chapel in Stoke Newington,
where the service was even duller than at Clapton. tn the
afternoon, when we were old enough we assembled in
the "parlour" (the old-fashioned term for a dining-
room) to sing hymns. [n the evening the elder members
of the family went again to chapel, and my parents
attended a prayer meeting there about the middle of the
week.

Leisure prffsrtits
Of toys we had not many. Mury w'as the owner of a fine
big doll's house. There was a big Noah's ark and a small
model of a railway train that ran down an inclined plane,

I

Port and chantpfigne
In his early married life my father smoked cigars, but at
the time of my earliest rernembrance of him he had given
up the habit. At one time he used to drink a good deal of
port, but in lateryears I found that his usual beverage at
lunch and dinner was champagne. I do not remember
him touching either beer or spirits. The wine cellar up to
the time I have just mentioned contained little but port
and shery, but on his first visit to Neuenahr he made the
discovery of an excellent wine called Walportzheimer,
of which he imported a large stock; and that he used to
drink mixed with Apollinaris water, which he was per-
haps the first to introduce into England. People of my
age will remember that fifty or sixty years ago it was still
the custom to offer morning callers, mostly ladies of
course, the choice of w,hite or red wine, i.e. sherry or
port, w'hich were brought into the drawing room on a
tray with a plate of sn eet biscuits. The introduction of
five o'clock tea led to the abandonment of this practice.
IVe all know that the drinking habit has greatly dimin-
ished among all classes in the last half-century

The reasott for hehry Ernest
My aunt Selina died in 1852 of tuberculosis, or, as as we
used to call it in those days, consumption. She had
suffered from glandular swellings in the neck which
were lanced from time to time without effect. She was
always very kind to the "four little boys", as we were
called. One winter she spent at Seaford in the house o[ a
local doctor hoping that sea air would be beneficial. I can
see now the pink cotton bags of seashells she brought
back for us. She had as a little girl a doll named Ernest
Augustus, after the King of Hanover. It was shortly after
ffiy birth that my mother rvas sitting w,ith me on her lap
and trying to find a name for me that she heard Selina
going upstairs and talking to her doll. It struck her that
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tlrt. usual rvooden dolls, hurlnni^g tops, skittles, skip-
pring ropes, rnarbles and models of sailing boats. \\'c
rvere not allort'ed to fislt, I suppose lrecause it r,r'as he'ld

to involve cruelt)"to botlr worm and fish, but rve rvere
e.rrly initiated into the art of rowing by *y'father. At the
bottom of Springhill, lvhere there w'as a w'ooden bridge
over the river Lea, lived three brotherc named Solotnon,
who let out boats and added to their resources by ne'tting
fish. t-hey used to supply fish for the domestic cirt, and
we used to hire their boats- The oars or sculls were
rnarked L or S, for starboard and larboard, it n'ord long
since discarded in favour of port. I w'as alrnost nirre yeelrs

old before I ever had on a pair of skates, and I recollect
that on the first day I fell 32 times on the ice. lVe' used to
skate on trvo ponds in Craven Park, on one behind the
Wilsons' house at the top of Stamford Hill, and one year
on the Nern, River reservoirs. [n the winter of 1852-3 the
river Lea was frozen over for sir w'eeks, and r,t'e skated
on it up to Tottenham locks, and down far beyond Lea

bridge. trVe were never very good cricketers, though w'e

liked the game, and played at it a good deal rryith our
schoolfellows on Clapton Comrnon. We all learned to
dance, and notwithstanding the religious opinions in
which we were brought up not being reallv favourable
to that form of aolusement, a dance was once given at
our house. The theatre was strictly prohibited.

The gootrnesses
The education of the girls and boys of the family up to a
certain age was carried on ry means of governesses. llhe
first of these was Miss Sarah lVells, eldest daughter of
the minister of the Clapton Congregational chapel. l\{iss
Wells was succeeded, about 1,U6, by tv'liss Anne Harris,
the daughter of Dr Harris of the Highbury Independent
College. Miss Harris many years later rnarried an old
man narned Starling, and survived him up to January
1880. After her rve had Miss Agnes Dyer, sister-in-law of
lvlr f oseph Pay ne, rt,ho had a private school at
l-eatherhead. She u/as our governess when I went into
the schoolroom at the age of six. My sister tv'lary had
taught me to read, out of Pnpn's Chrrt Book.

Miss Dy"r was a quiet person, with a high forehedd,
indicative of intellect. She gave me my first lessons in
Latin, and taught me to write. I think t see her as she sat
at the end of a school room table, with a quill which she
was cutting and pointing for the purpose, for steel pens
had not then come into use. Our schoolbooks and slates
were kept in a piece of furniture called a chiffoniere,
which the family transformed into cheffoneer. ln one
corner was a clock w'ith weights and under it a backboard
on which Augusta and Nlarv had to spend hours lving
down to straighten their spines, and it was fitted w'ith a

rvooden reading-desk so that they could pursue their
studies w'hile' lving down. Opposite the vvindorv lrung
two lithographed charts, on one of which was repro-
duced the first book of tluclid, on the other drawings
representing different sffles of architecture. These had
been introduced by Miss D1''er, I think.

Tedh rnd fuhles
Il rt'as also irr \liss l.)t'ers clav thal, the'praq'tice of havins

our teeth atterrdtd to lrv a tror.r,er Street dt'rttist, trat'netl

lanres Undt'r\t'ood, l\,'as begun. l{e used to sFrertd a dar,

w'ith us, every si\ nlonths, c{ining',r'itlr us in the nriddle
of the.clary. [-le had a pleasant t.1ce, rvit]r lari;e n'hiskers
meeting nearlv under the clrin. But for all that, rve
clreaded lris visits, trrrd the torturr\ oI tooth-stoprpringi
w,ith the prinritive instruntents Ihe'tt in \'ogue. Betore his
tirne our teeth used to be ertracted bv il srrrgeon, I\lr
Frederick 'T'oulrnin, w'ho lived at Lipper Clapton and
wAS the familv doctor. I think l\{i:;s Dyer also taught
music to my sisters, all oi n'}tonl learned to play'the
piano n,ith considerable skill. She taught nre my notes
and I recollect horv much dif ficult),, I erperieltctd at first
in getti^g my trl'o hands to plav trass artd treble.

On Saturdavs r\,'e w'ere erercised in repe"rting tables of
w'eights and rleasures, irt mental arithmetic, and a hor-
rid sort of viva voce called an "obiect lesson". [-liston,of
England w'e learnt from IVIrs lVlarkharn's deligtrtful w'crrk,

and from Littla ,Arthilr's IJistorry of Etrglntrd.'' I do not
recollect that she taught us anv French, but she gave us
lessons in German. Al'ter lr'{iss Dyer leit us there carne
Fraulein Elise Brunsn,ick, daughter of the b,nglish con-
sul at Cuxhaven. She af'terwards married d rrltln called
Boldemanh, rvho at the time of his self-inflicted death
w'as connected rvith an Anglo-Eg1 ptian bank.

Lrry, Emrncl and Augusta lvere sent successively to
school at Neu\A/ied in Cermany for a while, and Agneta
sprent sorne months in the family of a Parisian Protestant
parson. David and Edward \A'ent to Joseph Pu-l'ne's
school at Leatherheod, from which they were trans-
ferred to Neurvied. David left tlrere in.185.3 togo into the
"counting house"; lldw'ard, too, went straight into the
business, at the r'.lrl-v age ctf fourteen.

Priortl tlouse Sclrcol
We "four little' bovs" began school life at Samuel Prout
Nert combe's cla1, school at Low'er Claprtcrtt, opposite to
the L,ondon C)rplran ,{sy lu nr. lt rvas ca lled Prio rv
[-Iouse.7]Ve usecl to n alk there ancl back, except on very
rainv davs, w'hen t.e w:ent by omnibus, carrying n,ittr us

our lunch, generallv in tlre shape of sandw,iches, but if
there was no cold meat which could be utilised for the
purpose, we received a pennv to buv solnething at the
baker's. I confess that this pennv was often spent orl
lollipops. Frorn the time I went to school in f anuan, ll.i52,

the home clinner hour was postponed to 3 o'clock, .ifid
I\/e vounger ones had tea before Boirrg to becl.

Ner+,conrbe was a tilrt, little man rvith a big hea,i, a

rteprhelv of Sanruel Prurut, the celebrated artist. t tlrink he

prer,'iousl1,' lrad a school of the sanle nanle at lslington.
The second master's name rvas Hort'ard .\nderton, l-le
took over tlre scltool w,hen Ne"r'conlbe, rv'ho had started
a photographer's btrsiness in Newg.rte Street, a[ter-

':
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ltxorr Clnptttn rotd i,, 189-lr tlrc l|itrdsot' Crtstla yvlt, t/rc gttrs to Prionl House Sclrcol and the Se,ntottts' Regisfry

rvards removed to Cheap'rside, under the title of the
London School of Photographl', retired from its man-
agement. Nert'cotnbe tvas a teacher of originalit\', on
rt'hat rt,as knort'n as the Pestalozzian svstem. That partlv
consisted in rnaking use of the elder bovs under tlre
name of 'monitors' to teach the younger ones. Besides
the usual subjects - classics, French, tnathelrratics, artd
the history of England, Greece and Rome - he found time
to irn;rart sonre notions of the lristorl'of France and
Cerrnarlv. Otlrer subjects tctught were chemistry, e'ls-

tronornv, botanv on the sv'stenr of Linnaeus, and Jussieu
and zoology. For the illustration of the latter lre F)ro-
duced admira[-rle large-scale dran'ings. I prrticularly
relnenrber one of the various stomachs of a ruminating
anintal. Corporal punishnlellt consisted of striking a

bo)' (tlre girls seldorn incurred it) w'ith a brass-bound flat
ruler on the palm of the hand, or in the adrninistration of
a bor on the ear. '\s I w'as a cheekv -)-oungster I often
e\perienced such punishrnettt, es1'recially the latter.

No prizes lvere given, but at tlre end of the half vear each

bo,v .rtrd girl recelved a voluffle oi Platsmft Prlees, a child's
rnagazine w'ritten by Nervcornbe and the other masters
and mistresses."fhe results of teaching rvere tested in the

usual lvay' by u,'rittert examinations, .llrd certificates of
relatir,'e ercellence tr\'ere c'r\4i.1rdecl. t-)ne of the under-
rntrsters w'as [:bc'nezer [)rout, lt'ho later in life l\'as a w'ell-
knorvn nrusician aud cornposer. tle started a music
band among the bovs, r{'hich \,r'as .l great sttccess. !Ve'

w'rare tauglrt dancing, singing .rnd drarving, but instru-
nrental music w'as an e\tra. \Ve r!"ere required to take

i

very abbreviated notes of Newcombe's lectures, and to
bring next duy a u'ritten account of w'hat we had heard,
which was called a "reprroduction". lVhat we learnt at
Nert,combe's tve learnt very thoroughly.

Seaside sutnntets
In those days it w,as not thought absolutely necessary for
farnilies to go to the seaside during the summer holi-
duys. The grandparents rvere in the habit of going to
Tunbridge tVells fronr tinte to titne, and some of the
elder girls were invited to stal' with them there. But the
first occasion of our going to the seaside as a family was
in 1850, rvhen a house rvAS taken for two lnonths on the
East Cliff in Brighton. IVe were driven to the London
and Brighton terminus in an ornnibus. As everyone
knows, the l'irst railw'ay carriages were constructed as if
three or four mail-coaches were ioined together; the
luggage was piled on top, ond covered with tarpaulin.
C)n our return from Brighton w'e travelled in a saloon
carriage very comfortably. It wAS in 1852 that the family
spent some lveeks at f)over, on a terrace that looked out
on to the harbour.

In lS56 rt'e tc)ok a hottse belong,ing to Sir Thornas l\lar1'on
Wilsorl at Southend, \t'hich was then a little-known
w,atering, 1'rl.rce oI tro great size. I he prrincipal feature
\4/AS a long w'ooden pier, about.l nlile'artd a qutlrter in
length. -l-hc' tollowing sutnnler \\'ils spent at Folkestone.
In 1859 we lvettt to llastiffBS, and passed a couple of
rnonths in krdgings on Rohertsott ferrace. I do not think
rve w'errt to a waterirrg place in t'ither ut tlre ttt'o follon'-
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ing vears, and in 1861 I left hotne forJapatt. But some

nrembers of the familv went in the spring to Ventnor
in the Isle of \\ ight, partll' for the sake of David and
Augusta, u,hose health vvas somewhat delicate. [n
the summer of 19ffi most of the unmarried part of the

farrrily occupied Peak Cottage at Sidmouth. tVlv fa-
thc.r was induced to take it bv tlre statement in a

newspaper advertisement that it w'as "close to the
seA", and so it was in a sense. For the little garden
abutted on a loft cliff overhanging the shore. But
when my father and mother and Augusta were de-
posited on the esplanade by the coach that had
conveyed them from Honiton station their indigna-
tion knew' no bounds. They had to toil uP a very steep

hill to their destination, while their luggage was
trundled after them on rvheelbarrows. It was while at

Sidmouth in that year that my father bought lVlyrtle
Lodge, and after he got possession the family used to
spend the summers there. N{y father retired from
business in 1865 or 1E66, and his chief amusement
when at Sidmouth was to buy up and reconstruct or
repair old houses that came into the market.

Ernest Satow

BROWNSWOOD: ON THE EDGE OFTHINGS

Continuing our four-part series on the history of
the Brownswood area in north west Hackney.
The boundary of the area is defined by Seven
Sisters Road on the north, Green Lanes on the
east, Mountgrove Road on the south and
Blackstock Road on the west.

Part 2
TICKETTO BROW?VSWOOD

For centuries only three proper roads Ied to
Brownswood. Church Street came from Stoke
Newington, parallel to the New'River in New'ington
(now, Clissold) Park. Green L,anes, which was
turnpiked in 1789 despite the opposition of Hornsey
parish, ran from Newington Green to Wood Green.
The third road followed the course of present-day
Mountgrove, Blackstock and Stroud Green roads to
the main part of Hornsey, but declined in relative
importance after Brownswood separated frorn that
parish. There was also a lane down the hill from
Highbury Barn.

1833 saw the opening of the first new road in the area

since medieval times. Seven Sisters Road was de-
signed to provide the carriages of Tottenham's
wealthy merchants with easy access to the West End,
and is said to have taken its name from a group of elm
trees surrounding a walnut tree at its Tottenham end.
Both Seven Sisters Road and Green Lanes \^'ere suit-

Notes
Ernest Satolv, aftt'r a successful scholastic career, \vas art'arded .r

Fort'ign C)ffice schol.rrship, and spcnt most of his diplomatic
career in Japan; this \,l'as the subiect of the tlvtpart film ll l]rltltnnttl
irt f*2ttur shrxvn on Channel 4 in autumn 1gg}(Antelope Films Ltd).
Harving become Sir Erncst, trnd a Privy Councillor, he'rctirt''d to
Dc'\,on. fhanks to thc eaglc'eyr's of David Mander, who sa\v part
of the film and spotted "Clapttln"'()I1 a shot of Sir Ernest's tomb-
stcrne, we were ablt' to track down his [:amilry ntr'tttttit of tfu I rlg/tsll

Satmtx, from n,hich this extract is adapted. It ls no\tr availabltl for
consultation on microfilm at Hackncy Archivt's Department.

1. Hadlolv Cottages faced Clapton Common on the wt'st side, fltlctr

ther present site of Forburg Road.
2. Bucck'uch Terrace (one of Hackn€'y's great architt'ctural losses)

stood on thc, e,ast side of the Common, f;rcing the lVhitc'Slvan.
3. Lorvt r Te,rrace stood on the r.ast sidc', a short tvav sr>uth elf Spring
Hill.
4. 'A soft felt hat with broad brim and lorv cro!\rn; said to have been

punningly so namt:d as not having a "nap"': c. 1841-ql. (()f-l))
5.'lVood or lvoody fibre... split into strips for making lrats and
bonnets'. (()fll)
o. The second chapel has been replaced by the' eristing, modern
building.
7. Ner,vcombe's first school \vas in Barnsbrury Street, Islingttln,
moving to the'Priory, Uppc'r Strcet, from rvhich it took its namc.
Newcombe sold this school and reopened at Clapton undt'r the
same narnc.Tht'pre'misc'sare describe'd in Bagust, vol. t{, p ttr, ff.
The m()vL) to Clapton Comm()n took placr' in I8t,t); the school
closcd in l9t)q.

able for a more democratic mode of tratrsp)ort: in 1872 tlre
North N{etroprolitan Tram\\Iavs Compan}' began to operate
along both roads from l\'loorgate, and from 1EE7 extended
their line in the opposite direction to \\/ood Creen and
Edmonton.i Hea\/y steam locomotives Proved a dralvback
and services ran mostly n'ith light horse-drarvn tratns.:

An observant resident called \\'alter l\lacqueen-Pope cont-
mented that 'the \\'orking classes used the horse transp'rort

- the better class suburban travelled to work bv train'.'The
most significant change came in 1861 when a tr,t'o platforrn
w,ooden station called Seven Sisters Road was built in the
countryside. It is no coincidence that the development of
Brownswood can be dated from the saffte year: fast trains to
London featured prominently in the builders' advertise-
ments. When Finsbury Park opened in 1869 the little wooden
station took the same nalne and five years later doubled its
size to cope with the increasing demand from the Prosper-
ous new residents.a

The new underground opened from this station in October
1905 and soon extended to Hammersrnith w'ith the splen-
did title of the Great Northern, Piccadilly & Brompton
Railwav.5 But 1\{acqueen-Pope saw it as beginning a Process
of decay in the Brownsrvood district:

One of the earliest tubes linked the suburb rvith tht'Citr'
[via King's Crossl and later still rvith thc West End. Fronr
that tn()ment, the neighbourhood declined. Thcrtl is sttlrlt)-

thing in the burrolving nature of tubes rvhich undorrnitter
re,sidential values.3

As London expanded the more prosperous moved to the
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suburhs, onlv to be trvertaken by further e\pansion. Ey
1q12.r total of 550 trains passed daily through Finsbury
Pa rk station, rvlrich \\'AS 'the k.,),-proint of the suburban
systern'.4 lf \l.rcclueen-[)ope \{'as right, then
Bror+'nsn,ood rnust ha\,€'declined further trfter 1932,
n'hen \'lanor l-{ouse st.rtion on the Piccadillv Line opened
to servr. the north of the .rrea.

Turning back to tJre roads, the R.-r-,al Commission on
London Trattic reported in 1904 that 'iacilities do not
meet the needs of this prart of the nletropolis', and that
motor traif ic r\:ils already becomilrg a severe nuisance.,,
Until 1912 all tramcars in both directions irlong Seven
Sisters Road had to turn itround bI,'the depot near tlre
junction rvith Blackstock Road. Through running greatll,
relieved the resultant congestion.; ,\ further improl e-
ment cante in 1935 rvhen a set of the new,ly invented
traffic lights w'as installed at this busv crossroads.* The
N{inistn' of T'ransprort proposed another set at ,Alexandra
lload but Stoke Netrt'ington Borough Council preferred
Quc€.n's Road; a satisfactory conlpronrise \\,AS achieved
by leavittg l.roth junctions w'ithout lights." In lq37 electric
troller,: buses \t'ere) intrcldtrced along S('\,en Sisters Road
and (lreen LAnes. T he e\ perilnent proved successfu l:
tlvo t,ears later the old tram lines r\,'ere takerr uL, ancl the
roatl resu rfaced. "' ,\ fter t he Second \Vorld lVa r
trollevbuses in turn gave w,a). to diesel buses, and in
lc)(,7 the Victoria [-,ilre brought the l\rest EnrJ el,en closer
than had the Picc.rdillr,,. But the biggest change n,as the
gro\\'th of personal car o\,\'nershipr -- ;r nrirecl lrlessing in
an area built up lon.g hefore private gara.ges rvere thouglrt
of.

David Pracy

Notes
1 Victori.r (.ounty History, i\4iddle.strx volume 6, 1gtlO, pp. 105-1()6.
2. -t.C. Barkcr and l\lichael Rt$bins, .A, history of London transport,
vol. 1, tht ninett'cnth ccntu ry, 1975, p. 291.
i. Walter i\lar'r1ut'en-Popt', Back numbcrs, 1q54.
-1. H.P. Whitc, A rtgional history of the railw,ays of Grc'at Britain, r,ol.
3, Crt'ater [-ondon, (DATE), p. 159.
5. T'.C. Barkcr.rnd l\{ichacl Rrfibins, A historv of London transport,
vrrl. 2, tht. tu'c'ntieth ccntury,1q75, p. lttV.
6. Quottd in Stokt Nelvington B.rrough Council annual report 19t)j/
().1. p.7a (HAD SN /C/ot*).
7. SBNC annual report 1u12 /73, pp. 26,2tt. (HAD St{ / Cl72).
t{. SBNC annu.rl rr'p()rt 1q35 f 3,',, p. 37. (Hr\D SN/ CA/7).
q. SBNC annual report 1936 137, p.+5.(HAD SN/CA/tt).
i(). H,AD SN I E/ g 6 I 43-4.

N{OONLIGHT AND BROWNSWOOD

Following the first instalnlent of Brownstoood in Territt-
29, Ro,v Hiclson has told us about a visit rnade to the
church of St John the Evangelist, Brownswood Road
with the Hornsey Historical Society in 1987. "l \^,as
particularlv interested in tlre refflains of the forest in the
church gardens. -t'he vicar, the l{ev. f. C;resley Summets,
show'ed us the remains of the ar"lcient rt'oodland behind
the Vic.rrage. Sadlv the church has now been demol-
ished, trut the trees still renrairr. T'lre church was an
ittteresting late \,'ictori.rn chu rclr r,r,itlr one lasting claim
to fame. t)ne of its org,anists, [:dw'in l-lenrt, I_,entare,
ernigrated to the United States, \r'here lre becarne the
composr,r of the popular tune r\frronlight tnd Ros(,s."

s$ !.+
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IN ]\TT-\IORIATT

Iiay nr o n d \N h e nt I e ry -II t r bb nr ti
Itat'ntond, elected an lronorar.\' rn('rrtl--'er ol the Friends
Ior lrir ltlng-statrdttlg q,tt 

l)11r.'rt ol tIt' -\rcItr eq- died,
sudclt'nlv attrl pre.rceiullr'. irr .larlutlF\ , crtlrd 72. It.tvrnorrd
n'as an enthusiastic plrillLrrnenist collector of lnatc[r-
lrores - and rJ histori.rn of tlrc British lnntclr-lnaking
industn. lrr 196-1. rvhen I)ar id \larrdt,r al)proaclrecl lrinr
through tJn'ant and i\lar. lre oll'ered tu hel;r ir itlr the,

touring exhibition beirrg, [)r€'pared on the hrstorr of the
cotnpan\'. tta,vntoltd had regLrlarlr [reiPed tire ['irnr rvith
sprecialist label entluiries, arrd lre g,erve invtllurrble assist-
ance, v'ital tcl the erhibitiorr, lending labels [or copvirrg
l,t,hich had long gone fronr tlre conrpan) '* orvn collec-
tion. IJe also looked through the cotnpetn)' ret-ords, and
described enthusiastically hort, the tinv m.tp of Europe
intended for agents p.lraclruted behind €,nentv lines
during the Second \Vorlcl \\/ar folded up into a tl & i\I
box rvith a false bottom.ffhe map survived, but lrot the
bor! )

I(a1,mond's B & t\'l collecticln n,r-ls loaned to the' DePart-
ment, and k.y labels were co1'ried for reference pur-
poses, as wetl as for decoratirre use in the exhibition'A
Striking Success'. He also responded more than gener-
oush,' to Friends'appeals. Indeed, it was his contribution
that bridged the final grp arld enabled the Department
to acquire the fine collection of posters fronr the C,reciarr
theatre.

Bill Manley
In January rt'e also lost Bill, another stain'art supporter
of the Archives, and a long-standing enthusiast for
Islington and Hackney history. Bill, r,r,ho died suddenlv
from an unsuspected heart condition, \vas a n'ell-kno\\,n
student of theatre and rnusic hall historv, and w'ill be
krrown to Terrier readers not only for his articles about
Fred Wilton of the Britannitr, buifor his ercellent vvork
orr ls/ir rytott Entertttitrcd. T-hrough Bill's good offices rnuch
useful material has found its walr into the collection. At
the time of his death, he w'as in the process of cat.tlogu-
ing the Departmerrt's collection of lnateriarl from the
I-{acknev Empire, and r\ as working on the tert ior
another book, this tirne on Stoke Ner,r,irrgton. Bill's tovr'-
ering frame and genial presence lvill be nrissed as r]luch
at social gatherings as his lt,ork will be in tlre records.
The Friends' Clonrmittee have decided to mark his con-
tribution by identifying an appropriate ac(-fuisition, rvith
a theatrical connection, lvhen one becomes avrtilable, to
cornmit to the collection in Bill's memc)nr.

Stan P iesse
Finally, this sad season, w'e mark the death of Stan
Piesse. Churchman, churchrvarden, chairrnarn oi the
governors of the Free and Parochial Schools, chairman
of the parochial charities, scout leader... we can ernl\,, be
grateful thatStan found the tinre to take an interest, ars he

rlrost assuredll did, in l'i.rckrle\''s lristor\' .rnd rtr-cliir cs.
And his interest \r,as of tht' rnost thoughtftrl, prar:lic;rl
artd seli-c'ffacirrg kirrd. It \,\'as Sttrn's inquiririg ntirrd thtrt
a'rsked n'[rat n'as in an old locked cupboard in tlre clrurclr.
nrade su re that it rt'.rs o[)r,ned, discor,cring antonl] othcr
r\'ondertul tlrings tlre 1821 parislr census, nr)r\ nt the
archil,es. He rt'as a reliable brok,-'r ol Pr.rctical assistanct'
for rt'orthv projects corning financiallr.,unstuck - tlre
Victoria Clount), I-{istclrv of FIackrrel,, lto\\'.11 l.rst a}r-

Proaching c'ontprletion, hcls been but one ol' tltt rrr. And
Stan 1 /as a p'rrirne lnover in kindling ttre carrlrnign w'hich
saved Sutton House. T-here is a terrible ironv in tlre l-act

that Stan died, une\pectedlt, ln irosp'rital, on thr, lriglrt
r,t'hen fire broke out at Sutton L-louse, n'lriclr lre had
know'n sirrce its da!'s as St John's Clhurch lnstitute, and
whiclr he so patentl_r' relished in its reincarnatrori t.rnder
the National Trust, on w,hose local cornrnittee he served.
\,Ve r,r,'ill greatll'miss his breadth of e\;-rerience, lris
irnaginatioo, lris attention to detail, and the lt'it i-lHtj

slrrert,dness of tlris keen observer of huntan beings irr
general and Hacknel, beings in particular. \Vitlr hiln has
died a \raluable link rvith Hacknev prast, and .r vital part
of Hacknel- present.

NEW IN THE ARCHIVES

The most unusual acquisition irr recent lnorrtlrs (as read-
ers of tlre Hnckrutl Cn:ctt( w'ill alreadr,' kno\\') is .r gern trr

enhance the f)epartment's grort,ing collection of diaries.
The diary was keprt b), T. E. Brolt'hc, r,rho \\'As Att Air r'.rid
rvarden in Uprper Clapton during the last rvAr. \lr Bro\\'ne
also trained r,'olunteers, and the rnodels he used, n'hiclr
forrned part of the L)urchase, have gone to Hacknev
l\{uselrm. Through the good offices and g€.nerositv o[
Lilian Cibbens ancl the North L.ondon and \1idd leser
FamilV tlistorv Socieh,, the census returlt ltricrofiltns fc"rr

South Hornsey from 18-t0 to lE91 have be,en acqtrired.
I his w'ill be a great boon to all researclring the "Hornser,,
detached" portion of Stoke Nert ington. Other deposits
include r'l cotnplete set oi posters for the Hacknev Em-
pire since its reopening as.'l theatre, and a batclr of
prograrn rnes for 1915-56. The video collection is a ug-
nle.nted b1'tapes rttade b), the Hackney ['errsiorrers'
Project. There have also beerr dep)osits of surve1' docu-
nrentation frorn the Sa,r'e tlre Rserl'oirs Calnl'r,rign, tlrt
recorcis of the I-Iackner.' L; nder Fives, deeds for \\'e\'-
rnouth Terrace and Horton Stlutrr€, and Iurther Hack-
ney -I rades Council and NALCtf records. Listirrg con-
tinues on the Stock Page' and Stock pap€''rs, \\'hich cover
tw'o Shoreditch estates, and tlre Sturt papers, n'hich
include nrany plans concerning tlre construction ot'tlre
Regent's Canal.

The H*ckney 'Terrier is produced for the Friends of l{ackner .\r.-
chiveq Rose Lipman Litrrarv, De Beauvoir R,rad N1 5SQ tA71 ?47
2886) try Wednesbury l{ordsetters, London E1. Speeial thanks to
Keith Sugden for editorial assistance rvith this issut,.

'lgr T'he Friends of Hackney Art:hives and contrihutcrs, 1993
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